
Below you will see some issues that may occur in your rounds at SCC that will or will 
not make your score acceptable for posting by USGA rules. 
 

• Alternate shot, scrambles, and shambles are not acceptable scores since 
you have not played your own ball on every hole. 

• Better Ball of Partners or Two Best Balls of Four are acceptable scores, 
even if you pick up. You can always use your most likely score or your ESC if 
you “maxed out”. Additionally, you can use par plus any handicap strokes you 
are entitled to receive on a hole if you didn’t play that hole at all 

• Playing in a Selected Number of Clubs round is not acceptable since it is 
contrary to the Rules of Golf.  

• Quota format, where you may pick up after a bogey or double bogey, is an 
acceptable score since you can put your most likely score, or max for that hole, 
whichever is less. 

• Playing 9-holes, deliberately or due to circumstances, is an acceptable score. 
You should post 9-holes even if you are an 18-holer. 

• If you played less than 18/9 holes you should post an acceptable score. If you 
played as few as 7-holes you will post a 9-hole score by scoring the un-played 
holes as par plus handicap.  If you played as few as 14 holes, you will post an 
18-round by using the par plus handicap method.  

• If you pick up on a hole or hit a second ball on a hole to “see if you can make 
it” that does not rule out posting, the score is acceptable. If the majority of your 
holes are played in accordance with the principles of the Rules of Golf the score 
is acceptable. You can use the above method to score those holes that were not 
legitimate and still post the score. 

• If you used equipment that is non-conforming, the round is not acceptable. 
• Match play scores are acceptable. When a hole is conceded use one of the 

methods above to score the hole. 
 
 


